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ά[ƻƻƪΗ  ! tƛƎŜƻƴΗέ Diane was surprised to 
see me excited about the arrival of a 
Pigeon.  I had previously been very 
unexcited about the large flock of Pigeons 
we endured at the Rectory, trying in various 
ways to discourage them.  Yet here I was, 
excited about a pigeon visiting us at our 
new address.  LΩƳ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƪŜŜƴ ƻƴ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
observing the birds that visit.  Since moving 
from the Rectory, the regulars have 
changed.  We have a substantial flock of 
{ǘŀǊƭƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ŀ ΨŎƘŀǊƳΩ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ 
12 Goldfinches, along with a Robin, a small 
flock of House Sparrows, a Wagtail and a 
couple of Bluetits.  Hopefully the range will 
increase over the coming months, but up 
until now it did not include a Pigeon.   
 
I had previously observed that the Pigeons 
seemed to have a role, relied on by the 
smaller birds to be an early warning alarm, 
but that defence has been taken by the 
Starlings who split into two groups, the 
nervous and very aware of danger group 
and the very bold who stay and stare you 
out group.  The Starlings feed on fatballs 
but leave a thin layer of fat micro particles 
under their feeding stand.  The Goldfinches 
are worse, feeding on sunflower hearts and 
generally losing about half as they eat.  The 
consequence is that there is a layer of half 
devoured sunflower seed hearts, now thick 
enough for me to be able to scoop up a 
(disgustingly slimy) handful.  I realise that 
the other thing the Pigeon flock was doing 
apart from providing a warning system was 
vacuuming up the Goldfinch 
waste.  Without the Pigeons, the waste is 
growing and will have to be dealt with.  The 
Pigeon has not returned regularly ς I am left 

contemplating kidnapping a flock of Pigeons 
to clean up the garden! 
 
Jesus used birds to illustrate his points, like 
your value to the Father ς seemingly 
worthless, two sparrows are sold for a 
ǇŜƴƴȅ ȅŜǘ ǎƻ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ άnot one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from 
your Father. But even the hairs of your 
head are all numbered.  Fear not, 
therefore; you are of more value than 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǇŀǊǊƻǿǎΦέ (The Bible, Matthew 
10.29-31) In a less flattering illustration, 
they are also used in His parable of the 
sower to represent the devil gobbling up 
the seed, the word of God, before it has 
time to produce a crop. (Matthew 13.1-9) 
 
But my mind turned to the symbiosis, the  
co-operation, of the pigeons and the 
goldfinches.  A warning system, feeding and 
keeping the area clean depressing 
disease.  If Jesus reminds us how precious 
we are to His Father, His servant Paul 
repeatedly makes the point that we are all 
vital to this enterprise.  Like the pigeons, we 
ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
immediately see the value of our 
contribution.  Paul was referring to the 
Church as the body of Christ.  In an 
extended argument in his first letter to the 
Corinthians, he says, ά¢ƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
consist of one member but of many.  If the 
Ŧƻƻǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘΣ 
L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅέΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
not make it any less a part of the body. 
!ƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ 
ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ŜȅŜΣ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅέΣ 
that would not make it any less a part of 
the body.  If the whole body were an eye, 
where would be the sense of hearing?  If 
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the whole body were an ear, where would be the 
sense of smell?  But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 
If all were a single member, where would the body 
ōŜΚ  !ǎ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎΣ ȅŜǘ ƻƴŜ ōƻŘȅΦέ  
(1 Corinthians 12.14-20) 
 
The consequence is that we all have mutually 
beneficial functions: ά¢ƘŜ ŜȅŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘΣ 
άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳέΣ ƴƻǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŜŜǘΣ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦέ hƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅΧDƻŘ 
has so composed the body, giving greater honour to 
the part that lacked it, that there may be no division 
in the body, but that the members may have the 
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all 
suffer together; if one member is honoured, all 
ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ (1 Corinthians 12.21-26)  He 
encourages us all to use our distinctively individual 
gifts in the service of all άCƻǊ ŀǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ōƻŘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
many members, and the members do not all have the 
same function so we, though many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members one of another. 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given 
ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳέ Romans 12.4-6.  One of the 
great challenges today is the disintegration of 
community life and mutual interdependence with the 
corresponding rise of on the one hand tribalism and 
on the other hand isolation.  It is no surprise that 
without the mutuality of a caring community, mental 
health issues are on the rise.  The church is a natural 
community, learning in Christ to love one another and 
their neighbour as themselves.   Joining your church 
can help you spiritually and mentally, not because of 
the leader, but because of the body. 
 

Praying that you will find both community and 
purpose in Christ Jesus and His church. 

Your servant in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 
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The Three protect thee...  

Dates for your diary  

 

Café Church  
7th Feb, March 6th  
7:30pm  ~ The Stable  

Growing Disciples  
(study: prayer: worship)  

 Meet 1st & 3rd Wednesday  

              7:30pm in The Stable  

 

Heralds  

If you would like to join the  

ôWalking Clubõ  

(delivering to orphan streets)  

please contact Janet: 351319 

Jacaranda Café  
Thursdays  

 10:30amñ1:30pm   

The Stable  

Messy Church   
29th Feb,11th April  

at 3:00 -5:00pm  

The Barn  

Youth Home Group  
Our group for young people  

meets regularly .  

        Contact Julie or Tom: 522975  

For details 
of weekly  
activities, please look  
towards the back of the 
Herald magazine.  
 

For more information 
about any of these 
events, please telephone 
the Office:  

 Little Lambs  
Feb 5th, March 4th  

10am - Church Stable  

Contact Jo: 07949 964809  

The Three be about thy head to stand, 
And the Three be about thy breast, 
The Three about thy body at hand 

For each day, for each night of rest, 
The Trinity compassing strong 

Thy life long. 

The God of life to encompass thee, 
Loving Christ encompass lovingly, 
The Holy Ghost encompasser be 

Cherishing, aid, enfolding to send,  
To defend. 

 

From Poems of the Western Highlanders 

Hall Availability -  
We have two halls at Church 
that may be available for 
use such as birthday  
parties or other events.    
Just make contact with the 
Parish Office for more 
information on:  274172 or 
secbah@googlemail.com 

mailto:secbah@googlemail.com
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February:  

14th & 28th.  

March:  

13th & 27th  

£1 Includes  

Tuesday Afternoon Fellowship  

 Cost is £1 with refreshments, speakers and entertainment starts 2pm,  

doors open from 1.00 pm until 3.30 all ages welcome  



Bispham Bear 

 


