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ţHumble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God  

so that at the proper time he may exalt you,  

casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.Ť 

1 Peter 5:6-7 (ESV) 
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                                                    February 2018 

 
ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ  aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ aŀŀȅŀƴŀέ  
Over Christmas and the New Year, we had a 
couple of large family meals 
together.  ¢ƻƳΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ 9ƳƳŀΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ 
ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƻǾŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳΩǎ 
five joined us for the day so we had 15 at 
the table on Christmas Day.  ¢ƛƳΩǎ р ǎǘŀȅŜŘ 
over the New Year weekend, and on New 
¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ bŀǘƘŀƴŀŜƭΩǎ 
ŦƻǳǊΣ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ 
other guests making 16 (there should have 
been 17, but one was ill).  Maayana (7), who 
had settled in as a resident, was helping in 
the set-up stage.  She announced to me as I 
was working in the study that she had 
ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀŘ Ψ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΩ ς 
she read it to me in a special welcoming 
voice.  Suitably encouraged, she returned a 
short while later with a second note which 
ǎƘŜ ǊŜŀŘΥ άaȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ aŀŀȅŀƴŀΦέ  άhƘΣέ L 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ άǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƘƻǎǘŜǎǎ ǿƘƻ 
introduces all the guests to each 
ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ  ά¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳŜΗέ ǎƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘΦ  I 
thought nothing more about it. 
 
 
As each party of guests arrived, they were 
ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ōȅ aŀŀȅŀƴŀ ǿƛǘƘ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ  My 
ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ aŀŀȅŀƴŀΦέ  This was followed by a 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎǳǊǘǎȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΚέ  Bemused, the guests replied 
with the requested information, only to be 
formally introduced to the other guests by 
name.  In fairness, we had some guests who 
would be strangers to each other, so her 
welcoming genuinely provided an ice-
breaker ς and some amusement when she 
introduced close relatives.  No one could be 
left in any doubt that they were welcome.   

On Christmas Day, we sat at one big table 
(made from folding tables) in the living 
ǊƻƻƳΤ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ǿŜ ǎǇƭƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ 
adults sitting in the dining room and the 
children with me in the kitchen. (we had a 
wonderful time on our table ς and they 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊƻǿƴ-ǳǇΩ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛŦ DǊŀƴŘŘŀŘ ǿŀǎ 
really a grown-up!)  Both big meals, with a 
ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ 
ƳŜǎǎƛŀƴƛŎ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘΩΣ ŀ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ 
throughout the bible, a symbol of heavenly 
joy and fellowship.  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘ ŀ ŦŜŀǎǘ όǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ 
likened to a wedding banquet), a feast of 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ΨǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΩ ŦŜŀǎǘΦ  E.g., 
tǎŀƭƳ ноΦр άYou prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 
Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƛƭΤ Ƴȅ ŎǳǇ ƻǾŜǊŦƭƻǿǎΦέ   
LǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΦ 
 
Over the Christmas period, two long term 
members of our church died ς we prefer 
ΨǿŜƴǘ  ƘƻƳŜΩΦ  For all the sadness of losing 
them, there is joy at their heavenly 
translation, as they pull their chair up to the 
ΨǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΩ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ 
fellowship and celebration.  How could 
anyone not want to pull up their chair?   
Yet Jesus tells a pointed story about just 
that.  Despite the large table fellowship, we 
were aware on Christmas Day that 
bŀǘƘŀƴŀŜƭΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ 
bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ¢ƻƳ ƴƻǊ 9ƳƳŀΩǎ 
families; there were gaps in the fellowship, 
we missed their company. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



All Hallows: Your Parish Church  

 Sunday Services  
at All Hallows  

8.00am 
Traditional Holy Communion  

(Every Sunday) 

9.30am 
Modern Worship  

(Holy Communion 4th Sunday) 

11.00am  
Traditional Worship 

(Holy Communion 1st Sunday) 

6.30pm 
Evening Worship 

(Holy Communion 3rd Sunday) 

Midweek Services  
at All Hallows  

 

Thursdays at 11.00am 
Traditional Holy Communion  

(In the Gospel Chapel) 

Astonishingly, Jesus tells of the feast with all invited 
not once but three times over, but those invited gave 
excuses, lame excuses, so they did not in the end 
attend the feast; rather it was all those who never 
thought they would be invited who found themselves 
ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǎ όǎŜŜ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΣ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ 
22.1-14).  !ǎ WŜǎǳǎ Ǉǳǘǎ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ΨThe 
wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǎǘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘΦΩ  And those 
servants went out into the roads and gathered all 
whom they found, both bad and good. So the 
wedding hall was filled with guests.  
(Matthew 22.8-10)  One guest even gets thrown out 
because instead of accepting the offered wedding 
garment, he sets his own agenda and conditions, 
ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜΦ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ ннΦмм-
14). 
 
What about you?  Will you draw up a chair to the 
ΨǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΩ ŦŜŀǎǘΚ  Or be one of the fellowship 
gaps?  Will you joyfully receive the invitation to 
attend?  Or tell God how he should run his 
affairs?  There will be a decision to make, and the 
consequences are for ever.  Blackpool is hosting the 
Ψ[ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ IƻǇŜΩ нмǎǘ-23rd September 
when evangelist Franklin Graham is challenging us to 
think about the life decisions we make and the path to 
eternal joy.  He gets a mixed press but instead of 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ 
yourself?  We can help you if you want to attend or 
find out more.  Like the feast, it is an invitation.  Some 
will decline.  Some will accept and pull up a chair. 
 
Praying that you may find in the gracious invitation of 
Christ Jesus an exciting and life changing 
transformation which leads to an eternal joy and a 
place at the table. 
 
Your servant in the  
Lord Jesus Christ 

Rector 
¢ƘŜ wŜǾΩŘ /ŀƴƻƴ 5ǊΦ {ƛƳƻƴ /ƻȄ 

The Rectory, 86 All Hallows Road, 

Bispham, FY2 0AY. 
 

Church Office: 01253 274172 

Email: drsjcox@yahoo.co.uk 

Get in touch:  

Simon Cox 

Website 
www.bahchurch.com 

mailto:drsjcox@yahoo.co.uk


ôLenten Valentinesõ 

Dates for your diary  

 

Café Church  
Fri 2nd March & 6th April  

 at 7:30pm in  
The Stable  

                                       Little Lambs  
           Weds 7th Feb & 7th March  

                     10am - Church Stable  
                     Contact Jo : 07949964809  

Big Issue  
Our group for young people  

meets every other week.  
Contact Will: 854213  

Messy Church   
24th Feb & 31st March  

at 3:00 -5:00pm in  
The Barn  

Growing Disciples                
(study: prayer: worship)  

 Meet 1st & 3rd Wednesday  
  at 7:30pm in The Stable  

      Visits in Hospital  
Visit from our clergy  
whilst youõre in hospital? 

Call: 01253 274172  

Jacaranda Café  
Thursday 10:30amñ

1:30pm in  
The Church Stable  

 

Heralds  If you would like to join the 
ôWalking Clubõ (delivering to orphan 

streets) please contact Janet: 351319 

For details of weekly  
activities, please look  
towards the back of the 
Herald magazine.  
 

For more information 
about any of these 
events, please telephone 

the Rectory on  274172 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ ¢ƘŜ wŜǾ tŀǳƭ IŀǊŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƭƛƴƪ ƻŦ !ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ  
 
 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ !ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŀǘŜΗ Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŀƴ ƻŘŘ ƳƛȄΣ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
an obvious link: love! Lent, beginning on Ash Wednesday, is about learning how to love God more, as we give 
IƛƳ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ό[ǳƪŜ пΥм-13). 
 
±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ 
that he was a priest who lived in the 3rd Century AD and was martyred on February 14th. Emperor Claudius felt 
that soldiers in the Roman Army were distracted from their duty by their wives, and so attempted to outlaw 
marriage. It is believed that Valentine married couples in secret. He also helped Christians in Rome during times 
of persecution. He demonstrated the importance of showing real love in action. 



All Hallows News  

  

 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 

February: 2nd & 16th ~ March: 2nd & 16th  

£1 includes drink. Everyone welcome! 

A club for 9 -13s to come and hang out with 
their friends, play games and chill out. 

We have an Xbox 360, table tennis table and 
a variety of board games for you to use,  

as well as arts and crafts materials. 
 

Thursdays 6pm - 7pm (term time only)  
No Charge ~ Church Stable 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

A group for pre school children and  
accompanying adult. 

Our hour long session teaches Bible stories 
through play, crafts, songs, interactive stories 

and sensory play!  
Free of charge ~ Refreshments provided 

February 7th, March 7th. 10am  
Church Stable 

Craft & Chatter is 
a group that 

meets fortnightly 
in the Church 

Stable! 
Bring along 

which ever craft 
you would like to 

do! 
 

We have patterns 
for crocheting 
and knitting 

available 
A fun filled, action packed session of 

games, crafts, activities and bible stories 
for children aged 5-11 in the Stable. 

Thursdays (term time only) 
4:30pm - 5:30pm 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwia6fG8i4HVAhVFDxoKHXJSCFwQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Fwaitingfortheword%2F5791374541&psig=AFQjCNHdd-Y1dIyGnw7s0d_0HAlET-uh2A&ust=14998576


Bispham Bear  

 
People use many different things to build their houses. Jesus talked about 

how to build wisely or foolishly. Choose the right materials to solve the code 

that tells you who is a wise builder.  

Read Matthew 7:24 -29 to fund out more.  



Pause For Thought  

ASH WEDNESDAY ς Mourning Our Sin 
 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. But why 'Ash' 
Wednesday? The reason has to do with getting 
things right between you and God, and the 
tradition goes right back to the Old Testament. 
 
In the Old Testament, the Israelites often 
sinned. When they finally came to their senses, 
and saw their evil ways as God saw them, they 
could do nothing but repent in sorrow. They 
mourned for the damage and evil they had 
done. As part of this repentance, they covered 
their heads with ashes. For the Israelites, 
putting ashes on your head, and even rending 
your clothes, was an outward sign of their heart
-felt repentance and acknowledgement of sin. 
(See Genesis 18:27; 2 Samuel 13:19; Job 2:8, 
30:19; Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 6:26; Jonah 3:6) 
 
 
 
 
In the very early Christian Church, the yearly 
'class' of penitents had ashes sprinkled over 
them at the beginning of Lent. They were 
turning to God for the first time, and mourning 
their sins. But soon many other Christians 
wanted to take part in the custom, and to do so 
at the very start of Lent. They heeded Joel's call 
to 'rend your hearts and not your 
garments' (Joel 2:12-19). Ash Wednesday 
became known as either the 'beginning of the 
Ŧŀǎǘϥ ƻǊ ΨǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎƘŜǎΩΦ 
The collect for today goes back to the Prayer 

Book, and stresses the penitential character of 
the day. It encourages us with the reminder of 
the readiness of God to forgive us and to renew 
us.  
 
The Bible readings for today are often Joel  
2:1-2, 12 ς 18, Matthew 6: 1-6,16 ς 21 and 
tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ Ϧŀǎ 
having nothing and yet possessing everything."  
(2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10) 
 
The actual custom of 'ashing' was abolished at 
the Reformation, though the old name for the 
day remained. Today, throughout the Church of 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ŀǎƘŜǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
forehead is optional. Certainly the mark of ashes 
on the forehead reminds people of their 
mortality: "Remember that you are dust and to 
dust you will return..." (Genesis 3:19) 
The late medieval custom was to burn the 
branches used on Palm Sunday in the previous 
year in order to create the ashes for today.  
 
The Collect for Ash Wednesday is: 
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing 
that you have made and forgive the sins of all 
those who are penitent: Create and make in us 
new and contrite hearts that we, worthily 
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, may receive from you, the God of 
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Ref: www.parishpump.co.uk 


